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KOKODA CAMPAIGN — EIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [9.55 pm]: This month marks the eightieth anniversary of the Kokoda 
campaign. On the weekend I had the very special honour of laying a wreath at the State War Memorial on behalf 
of the Premier during the service put on by the 2/16th Battalion to commemorate this occasion. Often members have 
heard me talk of significant events in this place for our veterans’ community. The eightieth anniversary of one of 
the most historic campaigns of our nation’s journey was always going to be such an occasion; however, this time 
I am going to let the words of someone else tell the story. The commemorative speech at the weekend’s service 
was given by Lieutenant Colonel Leigh Partridge, the current commanding officer of the 16th Battalion. It was an 
extraordinary reflection on the Kokoda campaign and the role of the 2/16th. With his permission I read his speech 
notes into Hansard tonight — 

We gather here today to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the Kokoda campaign. A campaign that 
represents the first time in Australia’s history that our sovereignty was threatened by another country. Between 
July and November 1942, the Australian forces stopped the southward advance by Japanese forces across 
the Owen Stanley Ranges and then pushed the enemy back across the mountainous, inhospitable terrain. 
Initially the Kokoda Track was a series of interconnecting small trails used as a route to supply settlements 
around Kokoda. Initial assessments by higher command described the track as barely passable by 4x4. It 
was along this track, which crossed incredibly rugged, inhospitable and isolated terrain, that the Australian 
troops distinguished themselves fighting the Japanese in a series of delaying actions and battles. Under 
conditions of extreme hardship, Australian soldiers fought the Japanese to the point of exhaustion and 
subsequently pursued them back along the track to their strongholds of Buna and Gona inflicting some 
of the first land defeats for the Japanese Army. 
Initial Japanese landings along the Northern Beaches at Buna/Gona in late Jul were unopposed but saw 
the 39th Bn, a CMF force, which was undertrained and ill equipped, deployed from Port Moresby, to defend 
the strategically important Kokoda Airstrip. In the ensuing engagements, the 39th Bn was unable to hold 
off the numerically superior Japanese and commenced a withdrawal towards Isurava in the hope that 
reinforcements from Australia would make the trek across the Owen Stanley Ranges. 
In early August, the 21st Bde, commanded by BRIG Arnold Potts and containing WA’s 2/16th Bn 
commenced their journey across the Owen Stanley Ranges. Their arrival was in the nick of time and 
after rapidly reinforcing the defensive positions and establishing blocking positions at Isurava the 
21st Bde/Maroubra Force waited to meet the Japanese. The ensuing battle was fierce. Japanese attacks 
were met by dogged Australian resistance, the 39th and 2/14th Bn’s bore the brunt of these attacks suffering 
massive casualties. Over a period of five days the Australians stood firm, defending in their pits, retaking 
lost ground, counterattacking Japanese advances and denying the Japanese an easy path to Port Moresby. 
Through this battle Aussie soldiers demonstrated the traits of Courage, Mateship, Endurance and Sacrifice 
prior to withdrawing to a subsequent defensive position. These words now adorn the stone tablets at the 
Ishurava Memorial as a permanent reminder of those who fought there 80 years ago.  
Potts, who had been directed to hold ground and fight the Japanese in a defensive battle identified that 
fighting a delaying action was the best way of defeating the Japanese advance. Over the next two months 
the Japanese advanced along the track was in the face of fierce opposition by the Australian soldiers, 
contesting each step of the track in order to stretch the Japanese lines of communication, isolate them from 
their support base with the ultimate goal to culminate their advance. After a period of smaller engagements 
Potts was ordered to make a stand and hold terrain at Myola. The location identified was untenable and 
tactically undefendable so Potts, against higher command’s wishes abandoned Myola and established 
a defensive position at Bde Hill, the last Battle he would command on the Kokoda Track. 
Like Isurava, the ensuing battle was fierce … 

In fact, this was one of the most fierce battles of the Kokoda campaign. The Australians were outnumbered six to one 
and took enormous casualties caused by the bombardment from the Japanese heavy guns. But I return to the words 
of Lieutenant Colonel Partridge — 

In Late September the 21st Bde was taken out of the line and the 25th Bde replaced the battle weary 
Maroubra Force. After two months of sustained combat the Japanese had been fought to a standstill. As 
part of the Australian counter offensive, over the next months, the Japanese … were subsequently pushed 
back over the Owen Stanley Ranges to their north coast strongholds at Buna and Gona. Each step of the 
way pursued by Australian soldiers, maintaining contact, and pressure on the withdrawing forces. 
While the Kokoda Campaign ceased on 2 Nov with the unopposed retaking of Kokoda, the ensuing 
three months of fighting on the northern beaches brought a close to fighting in Papua. The fighting here 
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was equally fierce, if not harder than Kokoda. Unlike the fighting along the Track the Northern Beaches 
fighting was influenced by one major factor. Along the track the Japanese could withdraw but along the 
northern beaches they couldn’t. This … coupled with Strategic impatience, the repeated denial of 
reconnaissance and a desire to rapidly defeat the Japanese led to greater casualties here than along the Track. 
Special to me — 

In this context, “me” is Lieutenant Colonel Partridge, whom I am quoting — 
… the 2/16th Battalion distinguished itself along the Kokoda Trail. Our unit’s forbearers, met the Japanese 
head first, standing alongside the first Australian units who were required to stop the Japanese advance. 
Even when the 2/16th Battalion had been overrun by the Japanese, was cut off from our forces or required 
to fight the advancing enemy to a standstill, the unit demonstrating the same qualities the Aussie digger 
has been admired for for over 100 years. 
An example of this spirit is PTE George Maidment who while fighting up a steep wooded slope along 
the Kokoda track and under heavy machine gun fire, was wounded in the chest. Despite his injuries 
PTE Maidment and while his mates fell around him he calmly collected grenades from his fallen mates 
and attacked the Japanese machine gun posts, pushing forward with total disregard for his safety until he 
had used all his ammunition. This allowed his remaining platoon members to regroup and counterattack 
and only at this time did PTE Maidment re-join his platoon. This to me is someone, who in the face of 
adversity, demonstrated total disregard for his personal safety IOT assist his mates. PTE Maidment was 
awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal for this action which is the second highest Bravery Award 
available to Australian soldier in WWII. 

Sitting with those of the 2/16th Battalion Association and listening to this speech was a humbling reminder of what 
those members of our armed forces have done for us previously and also what all those who currently wear the 
uniform are prepared to do if called upon. Tonight I reflect on those soldiers and the Papua New Guineans who 
demonstrated the ultimate courage and sacrifice in giving their lives in defence of their country 80 years ago. 
Lest we forget. 
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